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Program on Building Disaster Resilient Schools and Technology Application
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Abstract

In the face of climate emergency, disasters are becoming more frequent and serious. We
must use a broader, comprehensive and interdisciplinary vision to take precautions
beforehand to reduce the harm caused by disasters. Promoting disaster risk reduction
education (DRRE) and building disaster resilience in schools have become the upward trend
of international disaster management. MOE has promoted DRRE since 2003. Based on the
richness achievement from the past, the program takes "building stronger disaster-resilient
schools" as the vision. By combining resources like disaster prevention technologies and
innovative researches and developments, MOE hopes to provide training on "more
comprehension on judgment rules instead of rote learning" and “make Disaster Preparedness
a part of our life.” In order to enhance the overall effectiveness of the program, 628 Disaster
Resilient Schools were established in 2020 (the total number has reached 2,987 Disaster
Resilient Schools); 60 cross-unit collaboration projects among schools, industries,
governmental agencies and academic institutions have been promoted. The Coordinators’
meeting of the Local DRRE Counselling Group and the consultation meeting have been held
to promote interdepartmental exchange and sharing disaster prevention resource. To deepen
the DRRE in kindergartens and special education schools, MOE developed and tried out
kindergartens' fire response courses and mechanisms as well as constructing the operation
system of disaster management in 28 special education schools. Moreover, Schools Disaster
Management Plan, Schools Evacuation Map and Emergency Contact Information Card
template have been revised to strengthen their practicality and operability. To enhance the
disaster awareness and knowledge of school personnel, scenarios and countermeasures
against fires and earthquakes have been developed; 125 disaster training courses for Local
DRRE Counselling Group members and teachers of preschool and special education schools
have been planned and held. To build a mechanism for disaster management responsibility
sharing, obligation of schools has been analyzed. To promote DRRE, there are 5 DRRE study
tours connecting 18 schools planed, 4 DRRE campus posters designed, 46 excellent DRRE
teaching plans collected, and 157 DRRE promotion results by quality Disaster Resilient
Schools gathered. Furthermore, 6 issues of electronic publications and the publishing of the
2019 Disaster Risk Reduction Education Newsletters have been released. Last, the operating
situation results of 22 Local DRRE Counselling Groups, 50 Disaster Resilient Schools and 61
disaster training courses have been assessed to put forward improvement suggestions, and to

build stronger disaster resilient schools.
Keywords : disaster risk reduction education (DRRE), disaster resilient school,
disaster technology, capacity building.
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